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MEET THE NEW INTERIM PASTOR:   DR. DARRELL COATS  
 
I begin by saying how excited I am to be here with you at Wills Point.  This is my second assignment as an 

interim minister.   The word interim means ñan interval or period of time.ò  Think of me as your temporary 

pastor who will be leading you in this time of transition from your former pastor, Pastor Ray, until your new 

pastor arrives.  As the word ñinterimò implies, I will be serving for the brief interim of four months (February 

to May).   We will work together to prepare for your new pastor who should arrive sometime in June.  We have 

a lot of work to do together before your new pastor arrives.  Together we look at the church history and its 

identity.  We will work to empower your leaders, strengthen your connection with the Texas Conference, and 

put together a hopeful plan for the future.  Iôm going to be doing a lot of listening, and I look forward to 

hearing your stories about the church and the importance it has in your lives!    

 

As for me, I am an ordained elder in the North Texas Conference (located around the Dallas area.) For the past 

28 years, I have served as a pastor in United Methodist Churches throughout the North Texas area.  I graduated 

with my Master of Theology degree in 1981 and again in 1987 with my Doctor of Ministry degree in 

preaching.  I recently completed my training in interim ministry  at the Texas Conference Center and am a 

current member of Transitional Interim Ministry Specialists (TIMS).  I am currently working toward my 

certification in mediation with the S.M.U. School of Dispute Resolution.   Last June, I completed a week long 

course  in Florence, Italy on ñReligion and Dispute Resolutionò.  This month I completed a course in 

ñPsychology of Conflict.ò   

 

On a personal note, Iôve been married for 36 years to a beautiful redhead name Catherine Ingram Coats.  Cathy 

is an attorney practicing social security-disability law and is a senior partner at Coats & Todd.  We have two 

sons:  Christopher who is 26 and a third year law student at Texas Wesleyan and our younger son, Zach who is 

19 and a freshman at Southwestern University.  ñSammyò and ñAbbeyò complete our family.   They are two 

standard poodles  (white and apricot) who I faithfully walk  several miles each morning.  They will stay with 

Cathy in Dallas and will make an occasional appearance here in Wills Point.  I hope their exercise routine will 

be maintained.   

 

During my brief tenure of service here some of you will notice I have a walking stick.  The walking stick is a 

symbol and reminder of the temporary nature of my ministry here.  The walking stick reminds us that I am 

only ñpassing throughò as we work together in preparation for your new pastor.  Despite the brevity of my 

service, I look forward to assisting and serving you.  Pray that God will grant us wisdom and insight as we 

explore Godôs plans for Russell Memorial United Methodist Church.  May God in Christ guide and direct us as 

we journey together through the interim. 

 

In Joyful Service, 

Darrell Coats  



Church Stewardship Report 
 

  Jan 3  Jan 10  Jan 17  Jan 24  
ATTENDANCE: 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  81 84 73 86 
Sunday Worship 8:45 a.m.  20 15 15 15
  
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.  136 138 124 166 
Total Worship Attendance   156 153 139 181 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS: 
Early Church (Sunday, 8:45 a.m.) $ $ $ $150.00 
Worship (Sunday, 11:00 a.m.) $8390.86 $3227.00 $5766.06 $2886.35 
Total ñOperatingò Offerings $8390.86 $3227.00 $57660.6 $3036.35 
ñDesignatedò Offerings  $870.00 $1384.55 $895.00 $2259.66 
 
Operating Budget for 2010:  $296,904 
ñOperatingò Offerings Needed Weekly: $5710.00 
Current Operating Fund Balance: $16,538.44 
 
Misc Designated Funds Balance: $56,336.34 
Deen Building Fund Balance: $58,910.36 
Total ñDesignatedò Funds Balance: $131,785.14 
 
Current Debt on Deen Building: $233,873.65 
 
Total 2009 Apportionments Due: $36,532.00 
Total 2009 Apportionments Paid: $ 
Percent 2009 Apportionments Paid:  0% 
 

 

Linda Glover 

Margaret Butler 

Elizabeth Blasingame 

Cassie Whitaker 

Judy Culpepper 

Jim & Edna Melton 

Nate Fincher & family 

Taylor Skelton 

Theil Shastid 

Dick Currin 

Peggy Waller 

Charles Mills 

Billy Hill  

Holly Hullum 

Jeff Currie 

The Allred Family 

Harley Duffer 

The Robertson Family 

For our local community 

For our nation 

For our armed forces 

All our blessings! 



II Corinthians 8:1 -5 

 

All that we believe about Christian 

giving must begin with the truth 

that giving is an act of grace.  

When Paul speaks of the ñgraceò 

given to the Macedonians, he 

means that as they had received the 

grace of God, so now that same 

grace motivated them to give to the 

poor saints in Jerusalem. 

They received grace. 

They gave grace.  

Freely you receive. 

Freely you give. 

This  is the pattern of Christian giv-

ing.  Grace stands at the bottom of 

all that we do as Christians.  We 

love Him because He first loved us.  

ñFor God so loved the world that 

He gave His only begotten 

Son.ò (John 3:16)  God always 

makes the first move.  We are re-

ceivers, always.  And even if we 

give, it is because we first have re-

ceived grace from the Lord. 

 

Thank you for your prayerful con-

sideration in this 2010 Stewardship 

Campaign.  If you have not turned 

in your commitment card, please 

leave it at the church office. 

In Memory of 

Mary Estes 

Given by Beverly O. Brittain 

 

In Memory of  

Jerry McCasland 

Given by Candace Wingo, Jerry Hollister 

And Jim Terry 

 

In Memory of  

Jack LyBrand 

Given by Candace Wingo & Jerry Hollis-

ter 

Memorial Giving 

Card of Thanks 
 

Thank you all so very much for the 

very soft and beautiful shawl for 

Harley! 

We have truly felt so many prayers and 

Harley has been blessed.  We love that 

our town of Wills Point has come to-

gether to pray and lift him up during 

this very stressful time.  Please con-

tinue to pray for his healing as we have 

a long road ahead of us. 

 

Thank you and bless you all! 

 

Taylor and Sonya Duffer 



Youth Stock Sale 

 
Youth Stock sales have begun!  Each 

youth has been asked to sell as many 

stocks as possible to help fund their 

mission work at UM Army, Big 

House, and attendance at church camp 

for themselves and the adults.  Each 

activity costs approximately $200 for 

both youth and the adults.  Your assis-

tance in helping to fund these activi-

ties is greatly appreciated, and you 

will be one of the guests of honor at a 

luncheon hosted by the youth at the 

end of the summer.  The stock is only 

$20 each and can be purchased during 

January and February.  When asked 

by the youth to purchase stock, please 

remember that you are investing in 

our future.  Thank you for your sup-

Angel Ministry 

 
I am thrilled to report that due to gen-

erous contributions, we were able to 

provide Christmas for all 89 children 

in 29 families that signed up for the 

Angel Tree!  The children received 

coats, shoes, clothes and toys.  We 

were also able to provide each family 

with double the amount of food we 

had planned.  Several other churches 

have already committed to participate 

in the Angel Tree program next year, 

and weôd like to get a head start on 

collecting certain items.  As the stores 

clear winter coats or when you see 

shoes and jeans on clearance, please 

feel free to pick them up and bring 

them to the church.  Weôll safely store 

them away until needed.  Thank you! 

 

Sherri Rowe 

Angel Ministry Chair 



Ballroom Dancing Info: 

 
There is good news, and bad news.  

The good news is that the teacher for 

ballroom dancing has taken a job after 

months of unemployment.  The bad 

news is, his new job is in San Angelo.  

He is not available now to teach us.  

Iôve had a great response regarding 

lessons.  Maybe we can do this an-

other time. 

 

Thanks, 

Mary Keller 

New Address! 

 
Please make note of this address 

change: 

 

Kevin Brown 

#1470258 

Boyd Unit 

200 Spur 113 

Teague, Tx 75860 

ABC Bunco Celebration 

 
Saturday, February 20, 2010 

From 10amð2pm 

Tickets are $30 

($20 of that is tax deductible) 

Lunch and dessert is included in the 

ticket price. 

 

Door prizes will be given. 

Lots of goodies in the silent auction!! 

Come and  have a great time and give 

money to a great cause!!! 

Card of Thanks 
 

Dear Church Family, 

 

      Thank you so much for your 

prayers and thoughtfulness.  I truly 

believe it is your prayers that have 

brought me through this year. 

      I am so grateful to you. 

 

Thank you, 

Margaret Butler 



Happy Birthday to 
These February babies: 

February Worship Assistants: 
 

USHERS: Jerry Gee (Head), Lori English, Ernie 
Fields, Cindy Fields 
 

ALTAR GUILD: Charlotte Conn (Chair), Beth 
Basham, Molly Brittain, Charlotte Youngblood, Joni 
Tunnell, Linda Glover, Edna Melton 
  

COMMUNION STEWARDS: Lawson & LaNell White 
 

LITURGIST:  

Betty Jamieson                      2/2 
Christie Harrelson 2/3 
Alexandra Carter 2/4 
Gerda David  2/4 
Claire Watson 2/6 
Ray Milton  2/7 
Dana Hullum  2/8 
Dane Reynolds 2/9 
Ted Deen, Sr.  2/10 
Wesley Tunnell 2/11 
Colton Reynolds 2/12 
Lauren Verdeyen 2/12 
Peggy  Kinney 2/13 
Vanessa Roberts 2/14 
Cody Rowland 2/16 
Bernadette Kolb 2/18 
Nadine Mills  2/18 
Phyllis Mayo  2/20 
Linda Malone  2/21 
Kaitlyn Mitchell 2/21 
Debby Roberts 2/22 
Tod Crosby  2/23 
Buck Monning, Jr. 2/24 
Buck Reynolds 2/27 
Linda Dennis  2/28 
Molly (Curtis) Case 3/3 
Dick Currin  3/4 
Beth Basham  3/5 
Teena Hullum 3/5 
Shirley Briley  3/6 

Robert Manion 3/6 
Zach Caldwell  3/7 
Bonnie George 3/7 

Communion Offering: 
 

The Communion Rail Of-

fering for February will go 

to Haiti Disaster Response. 
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